
The Executive Board recommends to the MBC that the Convention approve that Bylaw 2 of the Bylaws 
of the Missouri Baptist Convention be restated to read (changes in bold italics): 
 

Bylaw 2 
Messengers 

 
Each affiliated church may send two (2) Messengers to the Annual Meeting, plus the greater of: 1) one 
additional Messenger for every $6,000 contributed to the Cooperative Program (CP) through the MBC 
in the prior calendar year (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31); or 2) one additional Messenger for each full percent of the 
affiliated church’s undesignated receipts contributed to the Cooperative Program through the MBC. The 
second option is calculated as follows: 
 

Church’s contributions to CP through the MBC for Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 of prior year 
 

------ Divided by ------ 
 

Church’s undesignated receipts for prior year as reported in the Annual Church Profile (ACP) 
 

No affiliated church may send more than twelve (12) Messengers. All Messengers must be members of 
their sending affiliated church. 
 
Background: As currently stated, Bylaw 2 has proven confusing to some affiliated churches because Option 1 is 
based on a calendar year and Option 2 is based on a formula involving a calendar year and a church’s ACP reporting 
year.  This is necessary, however, to give smaller churches an opportunity for greater representation at the Annual 
Meeting. Because each church determines its own fiscal year, which is unknown to the MBC, it is necessary to use 
some consistent standard for CP giving, and the MBC has chosen to use a calendar year. This calendar-year CP 
giving may then be divided by a church’s fiscal-year undesignated receipts to determine the percentage that church 
has contributed to CP.  For example, if a church contributed $1,000 to CP in the prior calendar year and reported 
$10,000 of undesignated receipts in the prior year’s ACP, it would be calculated that the church gave 10 percent of 
undesignated receipts to CP, enabling the church to send twelve (12) Messengers to the Annual Meeting. 
 
 


