
RESOLUTIONS REPORT TO THE CONVENTION 
 

1 

The Committee on Resolutions of the 188th annual session (2022) of the Missouri Baptist Convention 

submits this report to the Convention. 

 

Resolutions Recommended for Adoption: 

 The Committee on Resolutions recommends that the Convention adopt the following resolutions: 

 

Resolution No. 1: Courtesy Resolution to Express Appreciation 

 WHEREAS, the officers, committees, and staff of the Executive Board of the Missouri Baptist 

Convention have, through their preparation, labor, and spirit, contributed to a successful convention;  

 WHEREAS, the members of the Local Arrangement Committee along with Director of Missions and 

staff of the St. Louis Metro Baptist Association, have made every effort to make our stay in this area 

comfortable; 

 WHEREAS, the St. Charles Convention Center and the Embassy Suites Hotel have assisted with 

preparations and have made their excellent facilities and competent staff available in hosting this meeting; 

be it 

 RESOLVED, that we, the messengers to the 188th Annual Session of the Missouri Baptist Convention 

meeting in Saint Charles, Missouri, October 25, 2022, express our grateful appreciation to the staff of the 

Executive Board and to the officers and committees of the Missouri Baptist Convention for an excellent 

and orderly program and for their leadership in these convention sessions; be it further 

 RESOLVED, that we express our sincere appreciation to the members of the Local Arrangements 

Committee; and to the Director of Missions and staff of the St. Louis Metro Baptist Association, whose 

thorough preparation and hospitality have contributed greatly to the comfort and convenience of the 

messengers and visitors of the convention; be it finally 

 RESOLVED, that we thank St. Charles Convention Center and the Embassy Suites Hotel for their 

hospitality and help during this session of the Missouri Baptist Convention. 

 

Resolution No. 2: On Honoring Don Hinkle 

 WHEREAS, Scripture teaches us that each person is known by God in their mother’s womb, is 

fearfully and wonderfully made by Him, is molded by Him with specific days fashioned for His glory, 

and has his days numbered by the Lord (Psalm 139); and 

 WHEREAS, our brother Don Hinkle was taken to his eternal home with the Lord on September 22, 

2022; and  

 WHEREAS, Don Hinkle faithfully served the Lord in Missouri for over 20 years as the founding 

editor of The Pathway and the Public Policy Advisor for the MBC; be it 

 RESOLVED, that we, the messengers of the Missouri Baptist Convention assembled in St. Charles, 

Missouri on October 25, 2022, do respectfully remember and celebrate the life and ministry of Don 

Hinkle – a good and faithful servant – who now worships before the throne of God.  

 

Resolution No. 3: On Loving Our Neighbor 

 WHEREAS, Matthew 22:39 has Jesus saying, " And the second is like it: You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself." (ESV); and 

 WHEREAS, James 2:8 says, "If you really keep the royal law found in scripture, “Love your neighbor 

as yourself,” you are doing right." (ESV); and 

 WHEREAS, Jeremiah 29:7 says, “But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 

and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” (ESV); and 

 WHEREAS, research shows less than 30 percent of Americans know the names of any of their 

neighbors and nearly one-third admit to not knowing the names of any of their neighbors1;  

 WHEREAS, we are created by our Triune God for social connections, developing relationships with 

immediate neighbors is vital to overcoming isolation, depression, and loneliness, while being an essential 

part of loving our neighbors; and 
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WHEREAS, neighboring is an opportunity to be thankful for those living nearest us, a chance to be a 

blessing and to be gracious, and an opportunity to share the love of Christ (II Corinthians 5:17-20); and 

WHEREAS, our communities and neighborhoods need to be undergirded by Christian love; and 

WHEREAS, we are called to be active participants in our community and in building relationships 

with unbelievers; and  

WHEREAS, we recognize it is important for the whole church, to take the whole gospel, to the whole 

city, one neighborhood at a time; 

RESOLVED, that we, the messengers to the Missouri Baptist Convention meeting in St. Charles, 

Missouri, October 25, 2022, as Baptists, Christians, and Missourians, call on our fellow believers and 

church leaders to be intentional about loving their immediate neighbors; 

RESOLVED, that we commit ourselves to support and celebrate the recently established Missouri 

Good Neighbor Week (Sept. 28 to Oct. 4) to establish and develop loving relationships with our 

neighbors for the gospel's sake. 
1For more information, see the Art of Neighboring by Jay Pathak and Dave Runyon. 

Resolution No. 4: On the Overturning of Roe V. Wade 

WHEREAS, Scripture clearly proclaims that God created mankind in His image for His glory, 

commanding man to be fruitful and multiply (Gen 1:26-28); and, 

WHEREAS, abortion results in the death of a preborn, human person made in God’s image; and, 

WHEREAS, elective abortion is and has been a sinful blight upon our nation; and, 

WHEREAS, The Baptist Faith & Message (2000) affirms that “children, from the moment of 

conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord” and calls us to “speak on behalf of the unborn and 

contend for the sanctity of all human life from conception to natural death” and “work with all men of 

good will in any good cause”; and, 

WHEREAS, on June 24, 2022, the Supreme Court rightly overturned their previous disastrous Roe v. 

Wade (1973) and Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992) decisions; and, 

WHEREAS, in 2019, Missouri lawmakers passed House Bill 126 which banned abortions in Missouri 

upon the overturning of Roe v. Wade – making the performing of elective abortions illegal in Missouri on 

June 24, 2022; and, 

WHEREAS, Missouri Baptists have unceasingly prayed for and fought for the end of abortion; and, 

WHEREAS, Missouri Baptists have consistently cared for pregnant mothers and their pre-born 

children through crisis pregnancy centers and similar ministries, and have been fierce advocates of 

adoption; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the messengers to the Missouri Baptist Convention meeting in St. Charles, 

Missouri, October 25, 2022, will continue to contend for and defend the right to life of all pre-born 

persons; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that we will persist in the good work of ministering to pregnant mothers and their pre-

born children, and we will continue to advocate for and support adoption and foster care; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that we commend the recent decision of the Supreme Court and the work of Missouri 

lawmakers regarding abortion, and we thank God for granting them wisdom; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that we vow to pray for fortitude for Missouri lawmakers and the Supreme Court – that 

they will stand firm in this cause of justice; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that we encourage other state and federal lawmakers to likewise outlaw elective 

abortion. 

Resolution No. 5: On Puberty Suppression and the Gift of Gender

WHEREAS, The Bible clearly and unequivocally affirms that both males and females are made in the 

image of God (Genesis 1:26 – 27), a truth to which Christians in every century have testified, and 

WHEREAS, The Bible clearly and unequivocally teaches that children are to be cherished and that 

Jesus blessed and showed unconditional love for children (Mark 10:13 – 16), and 
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 WHEREAS, The Baptist Faith and Message 2000 Article III on Man says, “Man is the special 

creation of God, made in His own image. He created them male and female as the crowning work of His 

creation. The gift of gender is thus part of the goodness of God’s creation,” and 

 WHEREAS, puberty blocking drugs are now used to stop children who experience feelings of gender 

dysphoria from going through the normal process of growth during puberty, and 

 WHEREAS, gender dysphoric children who take such puberty blocking drugs almost always 

transition to a transgender identity, and 

 WHEREAS, data from prior to the use of puberty blockers shows that most cases of childhood gender 

nonconformity self-resolve by the end of adolescence1, and  

 WHEREAS, young children are incapable of giving informed consent regarding the use of puberty 

blockers, be it 

 RESOLVED, that the messengers of the Missouri Baptist Convention meeting in St. Charles, 

Missouri, October 25, 2022 oppose the use of puberty blockers for children experiencing childhood 

gender nonconformity, and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that Missouri Baptists call on medical and mental health professionals to adhere to the 

best practices in the standards of informed consent2, and be it further  

 RESOLVED, that Missouri Baptists oppose the use of tax revenue to fund puberty blockers, and be it 

further  

 RESOLVED, that Missouri Baptists will pray for and minister to families undergoing the profound 

challenges of raising children experiencing gender dysphoria and to show unconditional love for all 

children.  
1Source the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders,5th ed., page 454. 
2Source the Christian Medical and Dental Society article at https://cmda.org/uk-high-court-rules-puberty-

blockers-experimental-minors-cannot-consent/.  

 

Resolution No. 6: On Gambling 

 WHEREAS, Jesus said: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31 NASB); Thus, 

calling us to resist those practices and systems that exploit our neighbors and leave them impoverished 

and demeaned; and  

 WHEREAS, Scripture clearly states that “those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare 

and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money 

is the root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many griefs. But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.” (I Timothy 6.9-11, NASB); and  

 WHEREAS, Proverbs 28:22 teaches that “A greedy man is in a hurry for wealth; he doesn’t know that 

poverty will come to him.” (HCSB); and 

 WHEREAS, poor and working-class individuals and families are disproportionately affected by the 

gambling industry - the people that can least afford to gamble being the most affected; however, any 

family is at risk if addictive behavior arises. As opportunities to gamble increase so does the risk of 

addictions and related problems affecting family life; and 

 WHEREAS, gambling, as a means of acquiring material gain by chance and at our neighbor’s 

expense, is a menace to personal character and social morality, fosters greed and stimulates the fatalistic 

faith in chance; and  

 WHEREAS, gambling feeds on human greed and invites persons to place their trust in possessions 

rather than in God, gambling represents a form of idolatry that contradicts this commandment to love our 

brothers and sisters; and 

 WHEREAS, organized and commercial gambling is a threat to business, breeds crime and poverty, 

encourages the belief that work is unimportant, that money can solve all our problems, that greed is the 

norm for achievement, and is destructive to the interests of good government; and 

https://cmda.org/uk-high-court-rules-puberty-blockers-experimental-minors-cannot-consent/
https://cmda.org/uk-high-court-rules-puberty-blockers-experimental-minors-cannot-consent/
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 WHEREAS there is a consistent and ongoing push to expand legalized gambling in Missouri, 

including new casinos, gaming halls, and sports betting; now, therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED that we, the messengers of the Missouri Baptist Convention assembled in St. Charles, 

October 25, 2022 oppose the growing legalization and promotion of gambling of all kinds, at all times, 

and in all places; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, we call upon all Missouri Baptist churches to abstain from the use of raffles, lotteries, 

bingo, and all other games of chance for the purpose of gambling or fund-raising; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that we, encourage all Missouri Baptists to work diligently with other Christians and 

other responsible citizens who oppose the spread of legalized gambling; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that we encourage the churches and associations cooperating with the Missouri Baptist 

Convention to engage in vigorous programs of education for adults, teenagers, and children about the 

moral tragedies wrought by legalized gambling; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that we express our prayerful support and strong encouragement for those who are 

providing courageous leadership in vigorously opposing the legalization of gambling within our state; and 

be it finally  

 RESOLVED, that we strive to minister to those victimized by gambling, encouraging addicted 

individuals to receive therapeutic assistance so that the individual’s energies may be redirected into 

positive and constructive ends, to promote standards and personal lifestyles that would make unnecessary 

and undesirable the resort to gambling as a recreation, as an escape, or as a means of producing public 

revenue or funds for support of charities or government. 

 

Resolution No. 7: On Recreational Marijuana and Missouri Amendment 3 

 WHEREAS, a constitutional amendment on the Missouri ballot for the November 8, 2022 General 

Election proposes the legalization of marijuana for recreational purposes; and 

 WHEREAS, the use, sale, and possession of all forms of cannabis in the United States remains illegal 

as a Schedule I substance under federal law; and  

 WHEREAS, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration of the United States federal 

government found in a 2017 study that nearly 7 percent of all American adolescents between the ages of 

12 and 17 were users of marijuana at the time; and 

 WHEREAS, the usage of cannabis has been repeatedly found to impair executive function and delay 

cognitive development, especially in youth, and to greatly increase the risk of psychotic disorders in users 

of all ages, especially users of high-potency marijuana; and 

 WHEREAS, the process of providing medical marijuana in Missouri has been fraught with 

controversy regarding the awarding of licenses for manufacturing facilities and dispensaries; and 

 WHEREAS, in states in which recreational marijuana has been legalized, enormous increases in 

arrests for driving under the influence of controlled substances have introduced tremendous dangers to 

those on highways and other roads, including those who are not under any influence of psychoactive 

substances; and 

 WHEREAS, a 2014 study from the National Institutes of Health indicates that 9 percent of marijuana 

users will become addicted to the substance, a number that increases to as much as 50 percent of youth 

who use cannabis; and 

 WHEREAS, the pending Amendment 3 on the November 8, 2022 ballot will engender a financial 

dependence of the Missouri state government on the 6 percent sales tax proposed on recreational 

marijuana with only a stipulation for “various programs” to benefit, without any explanation of what 

those programs might be by name; and 

 WHEREAS, the people of God are enjoined and joyfully commanded not to be subject to the infilling 

of wine, but surrendered to the infilling of the Holy Spirit, so as specifically not to fulfill the harmful and 

death-inviting desires of the flesh (Gal. 5:16; Eph. 5:18); and 

 WHEREAS, it is the joy of those with citizenship in heaven to be salt and light to the dark and dying 

world around us (Matt. 5:13; Philip. 3:20); therefore, be it 
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 RESOLVED, that we, the messengers of Missouri Baptist Convention assembled in St. Charles on 

October 25, 2022, affirm that the usage of marijuana for recreational purposes is an effort to alter the 

mind fearfully and wonderfully made in the image of God, and thereby an effort to frustrate the will of the 

Spirit; and 

 RESOLVED, that we oppose any activity that would render our neighbors and ourselves enslaved to 

any chemical dependency, contrary to the healing and renewing will of the Creator and Redeemer, Jesus 

Christ (I Cor. 6:12); and 

 RESOLVED, since the use of marijuana can be quite reasonably expected to greatly increase in 

frequency should this amendment be passed by Missouri voters, we desire to protect the people of 

Missouri from the dangers of state-legalized recreational marijuana by urging a vote of “No” on the 

measure entitled Amendment 3 on the November 8, 2022 Missouri ballot; and be it finally 

 RESOLVED, that we as congregations and individual followers of Jesus Christ commit to pray for 

and minister to all our neighbors by being ever ready to assist those trapped in the prison of substance use 

disorders and addictions through recovery ministries and personal presence, and especially through the 

proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ who breaks every chain by the Spirit’s resurrection power 

(Rom. 8:11). 

 

Resolution No. 8: On Proclaiming Biblical Morality 

 WHEREAS, Proverbs 14:34 states, “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any 

people”; and 

 WHEREAS, there is a dire need for Missouri Baptists, as followers of Christ, to stand for godly moral 

principles; and 

 WHEREAS, “Every Christian should seek to bring industry, government, and society as a whole 

under the sway of the principles of righteousness, truth, and brotherly love” (B.F.M. 2000 article XV); 

and 

 WHEREAS, the person of Christ as revealed in Scripture is the revelation of the morality of God for 

the life of man and of the power of redemption by which men can achieve moral excellence and we, as 

His followers ought to reveal and reflect that moral revelation in word and deed; and 

 WHEREAS, we, the churches of the Missouri Baptist Convention, have a responsibility for the moral 

nurture of our congregations, and the moral compass of our communities; and 

 WHEREAS, God’s judgement will surely fall upon us all if we fail to address the moral crises of our 

times or fail to utilize every resource God has provided to bring about a change in the moral direction of 

our society (Ezekiel 3:17-21); and 

 WHEREAS, we, as Followers of Christ are directed to be salt and light in the culture and fulfill our 

civic responsibilities (Matthew 5:13-16, 40-42; 17:24-27; 22:21; Romans 13:1-7); and 

 WHEREAS, there is a desperate need for Pastors to take the lead in courageously confronting the 

compromises in moral conduct and the lack of moral standards which have led to the downward spiral of 

morality that is invading our communities, our government, our society, and even many of our churches; 

and 

 WHEREAS, II Timothy 2:2 says, “The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many 

witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”; and 

 WHEREAS, the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men who suppress the truth by unrighteousness (Romans 1:18); therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that we, the messengers to the Missouri Baptist Convention meeting in St. Charles, 

Missouri, October 25, 2022, call upon our Pastors to raise the standard of Godly morality lived out in their 

personal lives to serve as an example; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, we call on our Pastors to resist the temptation to confront only sins outside our local 

body while remaining silent on sins inside our local body; and be it further 
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 RESOLVED, we encourage our Pastors to continue to passionately draw people to a saving 

knowledge of Jesus, discipling them to stand on the absolute truth of God so as also to be an example; and 

be it further 

 RESOLVED, that we support our Pastors in preaching Biblical Righteousness and Morality, and more 

so expect it from the pulpits; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, we call upon our churches to join their Pastors in this effort to re-establish the moral 

conscience of all people and to pray for a moral awakening in our nation; and be it finally 

 RESOLVED, that we stand with our Pastors as they lead our congregations to engage our 

communities, our culture, and our nation as the salt and light we are called to be, revealing the only hope 

for America and for the world, who is Jesus Christ. 

 

Disposition of Resolutions 

 The Committee on Resolutions took the following actions respecting disposition of resolutions 

submitted by messengers to the Convention, the subject matters of which are addressed in the resolutions 

recommended for adoption: 

 Resolution submitted by David Burton on Loving Our Neighbor, see Resolution No. 3. 

 Resolution submitted by Geoff Box on the Overturning of Roe V. Wade, see Resolution No. 4. 

 Resolution submitted by the Christian Life Commission on Gambling, see Resolution No. 6. 

 Resolution submitted by the Christian Life Commission on Morality, see Resolution No. 8. 

 Resolution submitted by the Christian Life Commission on the Gift of Gender and Puberty 

Suppression, see Resolution No. 5. 

 

Resolutions Not Reported Out 

 The Committee on Resolutions does not report out the following resolutions submitted by messengers 

to the Convention: 

 Resolution submitted by Adam Cochrun on Equal Protection of the Laws for Preborn Children. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Committee on Resolutions 

Rev. Brian Baker, First Baptist Church, Marceline 

Rev. L.P. Cook, Union Hill Baptist Church, Holts Summit 

Rev. Jason Fleenor, Stoutsville Baptist Church, Stoutsville 

Rev. Jim Gentry, Temple Baptist Church, Poplar Bluff 

Mrs. Jolee Sisney, Norfleet Baptist Church, Kansas City 

 


