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THE STEWARDSHIP JOURNAL 

"Preacher, what do you think about tithing?" That is the opening line of a two-part post by Juston Gates, pastor of 
First Forsyth, entitled The Biblical Perspective of Stewardship. Juston gives us some great thoughts on what the Bible 
says about stewardship. In this first part, he deals with what the Old Testament says about stewardship. Next week, 
he finishes the series with part two, focusing on New Testament passages on stewardship. Thanks, Juston, for the 
great insights! Pastors, this is a great one to keep in your file for when you next preach on stewardship. 

Here is a preview of the pages that follow:

Are you ready for #GivingTuesday? Do you even know what #GivingTuesday is? Mark Brooks, The 
Stewardship Coach, explains what #GivingTuesday is and how your church can benefit from it. His post is 
entitled Get Ready for #GivingTuesday. 

Our Bonus Section gives you a sample email for use on #GivingTuesday. Your members will be receiving 
similar emails from non-profit charities. So, you might as well get your appeal out there. This sample helps 
you craft your message. 

This week's Mission and Ministry Moment is entitled It's October, So, Let's Talk Candy. Billions of dollars will 
be spent in the next few weeks on candy. This week's talk helps you set Americans' desire for sweets in 
context with giving. The goal of each Mission and Ministry Moment is to help your members link how giving 
impacts your church and beyond. 

Once again, we are looking for stories of how our churches are doing, what they are doing, and how that 
works in terms of stewardship. Your story, like Juston’s, could be just the word a fellow pastor needs. Let us 
know your story by emailing Rob Phillips at rphillips@mobaptist.org. 

Remember, if you know of someone that would like to receive the Journal, please send them this link for 
easy signup https://mobaptist.org/stewardship/stewardship-journal/. 

Advancing the Gospel! 

Dr. John Yeats 
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The Biblical Perspective of Stewardship 
Dr. Juston Gates, Senior Pastor, FBC, Forsyth MO 

"Preacher, what do you think about tithing?" There has probably not been an official study conducted to determine the 
number of pastors asked this question. If there were an existing study of this type, it would probably point out that most 
pastors have been asked this question at least once in their ministries. The problem does not lie in the question itself, 
but instead, in the misunderstanding of the biblical concept to which tithing is attached—the concept of stewardship. 

The purpose of this paper is to provide an overview of the biblical perspective of the stewardship concept. Both the Old 
and New Testaments will be examined to help clarify possible misunderstandings surrounding this topic. 

The Old Testament Perspective 

The Bible teaches that "in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth" (Gen 1.1).1 In this verse, the word 
"created" stresses the Creator's freedom and power, especially in Hebrew, as this word is used solely for God's activity.2 
In this particular activity, God is responsible for the wholeness of all that exists. Commentators insist that the phrase 
"heavens and earth" represents the entire cosmos, which means that everything owes its existence to God.3 

According to J. Vernon McGee, David is the speaker here of God as Creator and as Owner. Since God created all things, it 
only stands to reason that God is the rightful owner of all things, including man (Ps 24.1). 4 Many people would like to 
run or control the earth, but none of these, including politicians, have the right, for they are not the owners.5 God is. 

Being a gracious owner, God included man in his plans, assigning him the task of properly managing everything God had 
created on earth (Gen 1.28-29). This appointment gave humans great privilege but also equal responsibility as 
caretakers.6 This idea of caretaking, or stewardship, would also involve the handling of financial resources, for God 
states that He owns the "silver" and "gold" as well (Hag 2.8).. 

This verse indicates that God is the sole proprietor of money and that man cannot even retain his wealth without God's 
granting.7 With this being the case, man should possess the right attitude regarding money and employ proper use of 
financial resources, for only then can a man have the correct approach to stewardship that God expects.8 Yet, the 
concept of stewardship involves more than just managing money properly. 

During the early days of the Israelite nation, God indicated that a tenth of the produce from the land and a tenth of all 
the animals were to be brought back for His specific usage (Lev 27.30, 32). The tithe belonged to the Lord and could not 

1Unless otherwise stated, the Holman Christian Standard Bible will be used consistently throughout this paper.  
2Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 1-15, vol. 1, eds. David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker, Word Biblical Commentary (Waco: Word 
Books, 1987), 14. 
3Ibid., 15. 
4J. Vernon McGee, "Psalms," Thru the Bible, vol. II, Joshua-Psalms (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1982), 714. 
5Ibid. 
6Kenneth A. Matthews, Genesis 1-11.26, vol. 1a, ed. E. Ray Clendenen, New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman, 1996), 
174-175.
7W. J. Deane and T. Whitelaw, "Haggai," vol. 14, ed. H. D. M. Spence, The Pulpit Commentary (Grand Rapids: W. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1950), 29.
8Deane and Whitelaw, "Haggai," 29.
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be dedicated by a vow but had to be given from the grains, fruits, and herds.9 These were to be given faithfully by the 
people to accomplish at least two purposes. 

One purpose was the provision for the priestly line of Levites that served God in the temple and who did not receive an 
inheritance as did the other tribes (Num 18.21). This specific provision from the tenth was a gift in return for the priests' 
work of service and ministry in the tabernacle precincts.10 This particular verse is emphasized through repetition in verse 
twenty-four as God sought to make the deepest impression in the people's minds reading this text.11 An earlier example 
of this provision principle occurred before the priestly line was established when Abraham gave a tenth to the High 
Priest Melchizedek (Gen 14.18-19). However, there was an additional purpose for good stewardship practices on top of 
providing for the priests. 

The second purpose for giving a tithe was linked to an obligation of obedience, for God had issued the demand (Mic 6.8; 
Mal 3.10). In the Micah passage, mankind is informed that it is "good" to perform the will of Yahweh, for virtue was not 
an end in itself but the only way of approach to God.12 In Malachi, God is demanding the tithe payment because the 
tithes had not been paid in full.13 The reason for the failure of payment is not given, but it is obvious that the focus falls 
on obedience to the given command.14 What must be pointed out from the Malachi passage is the fact that God 
promised great blessing for the people's faithfulness in giving. That promise must not be overlooked today. 

Years ago, God directed man in the Decalogue not to have any other gods besides the one true God (Ex 20.3). Money, or 
any other material possession for that matter, can usurp God's position of lordship if allowed. Yet, this wrongful priority 
system would violate God's command for man to love Him with all one's "heart," "soul," and "strength" (Deut 6.5). The 
heart in the Old Testament referred to the seat of the intellect, equivalent to the mind or rational part of man, with the 
soul as the invisible will and sensibility of an individual. In contrast, strength refers to the physical actions of man.15 

Therefore, what becomes apparent in the Old Testament is that God was not simply demanding that man serve Him and 
give back a portion of the financial resources provided. What God demanded was the total giving of man's being. 

This would include the faithful giving of every aspect of life: resources, energy, time, talents, etc. Anything that man 
perceives as his is not actually his after all, but God's. In the Old Testament, God's demand was for man to give back 
from these assets a portion for the glory of God. 

"But, we don't live by the Old Testament!" You have probably heard that comment when the topic of tithing is 
discussed. I'll deal with the New Testament's view of stewardship next week. However, let me conclude by saying that 
nothing in the New Testament changes God's original design for stewardship. God still demands the total giving of one's 
being to Him, including your finances.

9R. Laird Harris, "Leviticus," vol. 2, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, The Expositor's Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing 
House, 1990), 653.  
10Ronald B. Allen, "Numbers," vol. 2, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, The Expositor's Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 1990), 856.  
11Allen, "Numbers," 856.  
12John M. P. Smith, "Micah," The International Critical Commentary (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1959), 127.  
13John M. P. Smith, "Malachi," The International Critical Commentary (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1959), 72.  
14Smith, "Malachi," 72. 
15Eugene H. Merrill, Deuteronomy, ed. E. Ray Clendenen, New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman, 1994), 164. 
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Current Events and Relevant Thoughts From: 
The Stewardship Coach 
Mark Brooks 

Get Ready for #Giving Tuesday 
Last year 35 million Americans gave over $2.5 billion dollars to charity in one day! 
The day was #GivingTuesday. In this Coach, entitled Get Ready for #GivingTuesday, 
I am going to share with you the basics you need for a successful #GivingTuesday 
strategy. Let’s begin with an overview of #GivingTuesday. Here is what I wrote a few 
years ago: 

First, there was Black Friday, then there was Cyber Monday, and now we have Giving 
Tuesday! Black Friday is the day after Thanksgiving, where Americans spend a ton of money 
on Christmas shopping. Then, Cyber Monday came along the Monday after Thanksgiving as a 

huge online purchase day. #GivingTuesday is a movement that started a few years ago as a global day for people to be motivated 
to give back. It started slowly and continues to gain steam. 

Here is the pivotal question, Can a church benefit from #GivingTuesday? Yes! However, it comes down to this, will 
you invest the time, talent, and resources to use #GivingTuesday in your church? Let me start by sharing the goals I 
have for my client churches when it comes to #GivingTuesday. 

 #GivingTuesday, correctly planned, can help you attract new donors. One of my goals is for people to
experience the joy of generosity and, thus, be willing to give again. You have to get the first gift first.
#GivingTuesday can give you the platform to build a future donor.

 #GivingTuesday gives you an early win, building momentum towards your end-of-year giving. Imagine being
able to Tweet out, “Thanks to First Church generosity, we raised $21,482 for digging wells in Africa on
#GivingTuesday!!!!!!” Seeing the impact of my gift encourages me to give again.

 #GivingTuesday can help you raise significant dollars for missions and ministry. I say “can” since less than 10%
of the gifts given to #GivingTuesday go to churches. One reason why is we don’t have a plan of action for
#GivingTuesday.

New donors, a win in your sails, and more dollars are only possible if you have the right plans and the right tools. 

Let’s talk about how to develop the right plan and tools to make your #GivingTuesday a success. Here are a few 
keys points to keep in mind as you craft your appeal message: 

Don’t make it about you. That is my first recommendation. I am recommending the focus be about something other 
than giving to your budget. Since your donors will be getting multiple messages from charities about their work 
around the world, your message must match and trump theirs. Focus on some mission work or an aspect of your 
ministry like your children or student ministry. 

To engage younger donors, you have to show an outward focus. As one of my clients said, “My Millennials will give 
great to offerings to drill wells in Africa but never give a penny to help pay our bills in the place they love to worship 
in.” So, let’s put our focus where we can get maximized returns. 

Make it as specific as possible. John 3:16 Mission in my hometown of Tulsa OK, recently sent out a Thanksgiving 
appeal to us. On the outside of the envelope was this phrase, “Thanksgiving Dinner for only $2.11.” That is how much 
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it cost this mission to feed homeless people on Thanksgiving. So, they have suggested amounts of how many meals 
your donation will provide. You know what your gift is going to and what the impact will be. Do something similar for 
your #GivingTuesday initiative. 

Use #GivingTuesday as a means to an end. My goal toward building consistent givers is to get them to give once, then 
again, and again. We use #GivingTuesday as an entry point to further generosity. My ultimate goal for clients in 
#GivingTuesday is to increase their donor base. 

#GivingTuesday is all about digital, so make your appeal digital! The emphasis of #GivingTuesday is to drive online 
gifts in one day. To achieve this, you must have a solid online platform. Having a full online giving platform makes 
giving on #GivingTuesday quick and easy. I recommend OnlineGiving.org (615) 206-4000 or support@onlinegiving.org. 

One final word of advice, do it right and plan it out ahead of time. Sloppy work produces sloppy results. You know 
the old saying, anything worth doing is worth doing right. Few churches have invested the time and energy to do it 
right. How do I know that? If we were using #GivingTuesday well, faith-based organizations would be receiving much 
more. We have a better story! Your church has a better story. So, let’s get ready for #GivingTuesday with our own 
compelling Kingdom building appeal. 

I’ve joined the Online Giving Team! I’m excited to announce that The Stewardship Coach 
Platform will be joining forces with Online Giving to build the finest Generosity/Stewardship 
Platform in the industry. Our goal is to provide church leaders with all the tools to increase 
generosity in their church. From this Sunday’s offering time to helping raise multi-millions of 
capital dollars, our clients will receive the finest materials and the best coaching. 

Online Giving (OG)  is the most creative and cost effective online giving company in the 
industry. I like that OG is privately owned by Christians committed to bringing not only the 

best transaction rates but also the best services. I’ve worked in this industry almost since its inception, at one point 
owning my own label, Charis Giving Solutions. So, I know a thing or two about online giving. I’m convinced that OG is 
committed to the time and resources needed to build out a platform, providing church leaders help from the top 
experts in our field. I’m honored that they believe I can help them build this platform. 

What does this mean for you? The best in stewardship support and coaching. I am and will remain… 

Mark Brooks – The Stewardship Coach 
mark@acts17generosity.com 
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#GivingTuesday Help 

The following email is taken from my playbook, The Two Minute Drill, https://acts17generosity.com/shop/the-2-
minute-drill/. I contend that your members will be receiving multiple emails from various charities asking them to give 
financially to support their work. Why not get your message out that day as well? Start now thinking through the 
elements of your #GivingTuesday appeal. 

Giving Tuesday email – Send at 2 p.m. EST Tuesday, November 30 

Subject Line:  Were you in line at 6 a.m. or online? 

Dear _________________, 

It used to be that the holiday shopping period kicked off each year the Friday after Thanksgiving with what has 
become known as Black Friday. People would get up at crazy hours of the day to stand in line, hoping to get the best 
deal on the newest trinket or bobble for Christmas. 

$665 is the average amount spent by Americans from Black Friday to Cyber Monday in 2020! Most of those gifts 
were broken, lost, or forgotten within days after Christmas. 

Now, more and more people are shopping online, avoiding the crowds but still getting bargains. Last year on Cyber 
Monday, the Monday after Thanksgiving, $10.8 billion in sales were racked up. Who knows what was spent yesterday 
online? 

Not to be outdone, along came Giving Tuesday to remind us of what really matters, helping people. Charities 
across the country are sending out emails asking you to support their cause. While I believe in the work they do, the 
best gift you can give today is to OUR CHURCH! You can give now at http://ourchurch.org/give. 

Why should you give to Our Church? We are changing lives day in and day out. We are making a difference in our 
community through all that we do. Give now to help us better reach our community. You can give your gift at 
http://ourchurch.org/give. 

Let me thank you for your support of OUR CHURCH! We are making a difference in OUR CITY, thanks to you! 

Blessings, 

Bro. Mark 
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Missions and Ministry Moment:  Setting Up Your Offering 
Every week we provide what are called offering talks. We have found that the easiest way to see an increase in 
giving is to improve how you approach the offering time. Instead of telling people they don’t have to give, we like 
to show them what giving to a church accomplishes. By showing people your mission and ministry focus, you  
create a desire in your attendees to want to give to support that life change. That’s why we call them Missions and 
Ministry Moments. 

You can read them exactly how we write them or use them as idea starters for how the message fits your culture 
and context. Our goal is to develop lifetime stewards, but we must get the first gift to begin them on the journey. 
Here is this week’s offering talk. 

It’s October, So, Let’s Talk Candy 

Anyone bought their Halloween candy yet? This year in the United States, it is expected that we will set an 
all-time high record of spending on candy for Halloween of $10 BILLION. That is a $2 billion dollar increase 
from last year.1. That is a lot of candy! 

If you want to see what we as Americans truly value, just look at our spending. Don’t get me wrong. I love a 
good candy bar. I also love to give candy out. In fact, I get more fun giving away candy than I do eating candy. 
Part of the fun of Halloween, at least for we adults, is the joy of giving away something that brings delight to 
the heart of a child. 

Did you know that Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive?” Every time we give we not only 
obey God’s command about giving but we receive God’s blessing. On top of that, study after study shows that 
those who are most generous are happier and live better lives! 

We encourage generosity here. I would encourage you to be generous in giving out candy this Halloween. Yet 
think about this. How long will the candy you have purchased for Halloween last? Some of you might have to 
go back and buy more as a result of your testing out what you originally bought. Candy just doesn’t last long 
one way or the other. 

You know what does last a long time? Eternity. Our focus here at YOUR CHURCH NAME is to point people to 
Jesus assuring that they will live forever with him. All we say and do is wrapped up in that. 

So, as you are considering being generous with candy, consider being generous to our church. The money you 
give here will last far longer than the candy you give out this Halloween. Giving candy out on Halloween might 
make a kid smile for a moment. Giving generously to God’s work will help us reach kids for Christ and will last 
an eternity! 

1. https://www.statista.com/statistics/275726/annual-halloween-expenditure-in-the-united-states/




