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THE STEWARDSHIP JOURNAL
Do you ever cut out an article for future sermon preparation? I suppose the modern-day equivalent might be
an online file storage site like Evernote, but you get my point. Sometimes you read something that you know
you will need later. That was my thought as I read the two-part post by Juston Gates, pastor of First Forsyth,
entitled The Biblical Perspective of Stewardship. Last week, Juston laid out for us what the Old Testament
says about stewardship. This week he finishes the series with part two, focusing on New Testament passages
on stewardship. Thanks, Juston, for the great insights that I am sure will appear in many MBC pastors'
sermons!
Here is a preview of what you can expect in the pages that follow:
Are you getting end-of-year appeals yet? I am. Mark Brooks, The Stewardship Coach, has been writing on
setting up your end-of-year appeal for the last few weeks. His post, Making End-of-Year Appeals Appealing,
stresses the importance of your appeals capturing your readers' attention. Your members are already getting
appeals from non-profits. Start planning your end-of-year strategy now, using The Stewardship Coach's plan.
In the Bonus Section, Mark gives an overview of a new partnership for advancing generosity.
This week's Mission and Ministry Moment is entitled Join A Winning Team. These talks are designed to help
you link giving to the missions and ministry of your church. Giving through your church produces winners for
eternity. Use this talk as it is written or edit it to suit your situation, but help your members see the link
between giving and kingdom impact.
We are looking for stewardship success stories. If you have a story you feel others would benefit from, please
contact us by emailing Rob Phillips at rphillips@mobaptist.org.
Remember, if you know of someone who would like to receive the Journal, please send them this link for
easy signup: https://mobaptist.org/stewardship/stewardship-journal/.
Advancing the Gospel!

Dr. John Yeats
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The Biblical Perspective of Stewardship
Dr. Juston Gates, Senior Pastor, FBC, Forsyth MO
Last week we began a two-part article by Juston Gates entitled The Biblical Perspective of Stewardship. Juston's focus
last week was the Old Testament perspective on stewardship. In this conclusion to his article, he focuses on what the
New Testament has to say about stewardship.
The New Testament Perspective
The New Testament continues the idea of proper stewardship being carried out as an act of obedience, an idea that was
established in the Old Testament. Since the Bible points out in the Old Testament that God owns everything, the apostle
Paul indicates that man's act of "spiritual worship" is then to offer his entire self for God's purposes (Rom. 12:1-2). In
light of God's redemptive act at Calvary, this is the only ethical action that should naturally flow from man.1 The
possibility of bringing pleasure to God provides powerful motivation for complete self-surrender.2
God's pleasure is a tremendous motivator, but the Christian's love for Christ should be another (2 Cor. 8:8).
In this verse, Paul encouraged the Corinthian believers to contribute to his efforts out of love, not due to his dictation. 3
Genuine love cannot be a product of compulsion but must instead be a demonstration of liberality. 4 It is the spirit of
liberal generosity that God measures and uses as an assessment of giving.5
Although God does not coerce the giver, giving is expected (Matt. 23:23). In this context, Jesus was condemning the
Pharisees for how they had overlooked weightier matters but had emphasized minute details of others. 6 In this instance,
the less weighty matter was tithing. Jesus agreed with the stringency of tithing because tithing was expected. 7 His
concern was the lack of detail on other important issues.
So, it becomes apparent that the Bible indicates in the New Testament that believers are to give of their possessions
(1 Cor. 16:2). According to this verse, the most appropriate period for giving is weekly, on the "first day" of the week.8
This verse also indicates that the giving principle is applied to every believer.9 Thirdly, the giving was to be done through
the church, for the New Testament church met on the first day of the week for worship. 10 Finally, each Christian was to
give according to the measure by which God had prospered him.11
Therefore, the idea that arises from the New Testament is that the believer should give willingly, liberally, and spiritually
according to God's will (2 Cor. 8:1-9). In this letter, Paul refers to the liberality in the giving practices of the Macedonian
churches. The word "liberality" used in verse 5 means "the moral quality of honesty expressing singleness of purpose or
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motivation."12 For believers, the singleness of purpose in the faithful giving of financial resources serves as an act of
worship (Phil. 4:18).
In Philippians, the apostle bestowed great praise on the givers for the offering received, indicating that the offering was
comparable to the whole burnt offerings of the Israelites.13 The Israelites gave with an attitude of worship, which
determined the acceptability of the gift.14 Believers, therefore, must give as an act of worship with the proper attitude.
Yet, the giving must not involve financial resources only.
According to the apostle Peter, God's stewards give their spiritual gifts in service to others (1 Pet. 4:10). Implied in this
verse is that each believer has received a "spiritual gift," and those gifts collectively were to be used for the benefit of
others in the church.15 The giving of one's gifts will require the sacrifice of time and energy. Still, when these
requirements are combined with the giving of material resources, the believer is provided the opportunity to partner in
the ministry of God (Phil. 4:14-15). But the list does not stop with spiritual gifts.
In addition to giving spiritual gifts, believers are to give comfort to others due to their comfort from God during trying
times (2 Cor. 1:3-4). Paul employs the term "comfort" to suggest standing beside a person to offer encouragement
during a time of severe testing.16 Coming alongside someone during a time of crisis, in the same manner Christ comes
alongside believers, can be such a source of strength for the suffering. Yet, even with this form of giving in mind, the
most important act of giving has not been discussed: sharing the gospel.
According to the apostle Paul, stewards are to give the gospel of Christ to others (1 Cor. 4:1). The term steward used in
this verse literally means "house manager."17 God's stewards are to manage well the truths of God's Word, and the only
proper management of that Word is sharing it to make other followers of Jesus (Matt. 28:19-20). There is no gift more
valuable than the opportunity to come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. The Bible commands that stewards
manage each of these gifts properly.
CONCLUSION
What was established in this article is the fact that stewardship or proper management of God's creation was assigned
to the first man, Adam. This responsibility has been passed down through the ages to the present, with clarifying
Scriptures pointing out the proper forms stewardship should take.
What can be concluded from the scriptural presentation of stewardship is that man is responsible for managing every
aspect of life according to God's purposes. This would include not only financial resources but time, energy, and talents
as well. Man is required to offer his total life to God for His glory and usage.
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Current Events and Relevant Thoughts From:

The Stewardship Coach
Mark Brooks

Making End-of-Year Appeals Appealing
Last year 35 million Americans gave over $2.5 billion dollars to charity in one day! The
day was #GivingTuesday. In this Coach, entitled Get Ready for #GivingTuesday, I am
going to share with you the basics you need for a successful #GivingTuesday. Of all the

many outside emails you get daily, which ones do you read? The ones you have
an interest in and the subject line caught your attention. If your end-of-year
emails don't get opened, they don't get read. If they don't get read, then they
won't give to support the end-of-year vision. This is why in this edition of the
Coach, I share with you about Making End-of-Year Appeals Appealing.
What determines whether you open an email or not? The subject line has to capture your attention
immediately. The text of the email or letter has to be easily readable and, most of all, compelling.
Immediately, compelling. Because you only have seconds to capture a donor's attention or lose them
potentially forever. So, I recommend you…
Start with a bang! Your subject line and the first sentence will determine if they open and read further or
move on. Grab their attention. Here are three real examples I have used:

Subject line: Babies Still at Risk in Typhoon Recovery
"Babies Still at Risk in Typhoon Recovery" was the headline that got my attention Saturday morning. As I
read this article, I couldn't help but think, what could our church family do to help?
Subject line: "I cannot let that woman die…."
"I cannot let that woman die."…These were the recent words of Zambian medical missionary, Sal Marini,
to his wife after receiving a call at 3:00 a.m. from a woman who had just given birth to a baby but was
unable to deliver the afterbirth."
Subject line: What does 83% mean for the destiny of children?
83%. According to a study by the International Bible Society, that is the percentage of all Christians that
make their commitment to Jesus between the ages of 4 and 14. Every week here, we impact hundreds of
children between those ages.
Solve a crisis. Years ago, a non-profit consultant wrote about the three-pronged approach to any appeal. It
starts with a crisis: mothers dying in childbirth. It follows with the need: a safe place for mothers. It concludes
with the appeal that your gift can help mothers in Africa. Craft your appeal so that the opening lines grab the
reader's attention, causing them to want to find out more. Then make sure the opening sentence keeps their
attention.
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Get in and get out! I try to use short, simple paragraphs. Again, tell them what crisis you want to address. Tell
them about the need this crisis has created. Tell them how their gift can help meet this need and thus solve
the crisis. Make the "ask." Tell them how they can give, then thank them for their consideration. Short and
sweet assures that your appeal will get read.
Hyperlink! I like to have at least three links to your church giving page. The first link I put no later than the
second paragraph. The next, I put near the end of the appeal with one final link in a PS.
Take the time to do it right! If you have a staff, involve them in the process. Get the input from your spouse or
a few others that you trust their judgment.
Why spend the time on this? A few years ago, a pastor almost on a lark decided to implement my strategy in a
December 31st email. He raised almost his weekly offering in less than 24 hours! After that, he signed a
contract with me to be his Stewardship Coach. You can experience similar results, but you must do it right.
Take the time this week to craft out your appeals to be appealing!
Last week I announced that I've joined the Online Giving Team! If you missed it, here it is again.
I'm excited to announce that The Stewardship Coach Platform will be joining forces
with Online Giving to build the finest Generosity/Stewardship Platform in the industry.
Our goal is to provide church leaders with all the tools to increase generosity in their
church. From this Sunday's offering time to helping raise multi-millions of capital
dollars, our clients will receive the finest materials and the best coaching.
Online Giving (OG) is the most creative and cost-effective online giving company in the industry. I like that OG
is privately owned by Christians committed to bringing the best transaction rates and the best services. I've
worked in this industry almost since its inception, at one point owning my label, Charis Giving Solutions. So, I
know a thing or two about online giving. I'm convinced that OG is committed to the time and resources
needed to build a platform, providing church leaders help from the top experts in our field. I'm honored that
they believe I can help them build this platform.
For more information, check out my Bonus Section.

Mark Brooks – The Stewardship Coach
mark@acts17generosity.com
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New Partnership for Advancing Generosity
"Christianity is always one generation away from extinction."
Tom Elliff, former SBC and International Mission Board President
It happens by losing one church at a time. Every year, thousands of churches forever close their doors,
primarily because of a lack of finances to support the structures past generations erected. We have aging
facilities supported by an increasingly aged donor base. The pandemic has accelerated the decline in giving
that was already closing countless churches. Consider the future for over 300,000 U.S. churches.
 1 out of 5 churches could forever close their doors due to the pandemic, says The Barna Group.
 5,000 to 10,000 church closings a year is what former LifeWay president Thom Rainer predicts.
 50% decline in giving by the year 2050 means ...
We are fast losing churches, thus leaving a spiritual hole in communities across America.
To combat this decline, Online Giving and The Stewardship Coach are building a stewardship platform that
gives churches the tools, guidance, and direction needed to be financially secure for the present and into
the next decade. The goal is to make this platform the go-to site for the entire church world.
The Objective: We will work to achieve the following:





Awareness – We will give leaders updated information on the current state of giving.
Attitude – We will establish a positive biblical view of stewardship and the pastor and staff's role.
Action – We will give each church a plan of action and the tools to implement their plans.
Advice – We will provide each church with expert advice from our experienced professionals.

The Platform: To fulfill these objectives, we will be building an extensive database of materials, videos, and
personalized coaching for all aspects of generosity. Here is a broad overview of what that will look like.
 Weekly Help - The Stewardship Coach Newsletter – Started in 2014, the newsletter helps leaders
understand the why of building out a stewardship plan, giving them practical tips and advice.
 Seasonal Help - Seasonal Giving Playbooks – I write giving plans, called playbooks, around the key
driving events and times of a church calendar. My newsletter tells you the why of an offering. The
seasonal playbooks tell you how.
 Specialized Help – Video Coaching – We will be teaching on every major stewardship/generosity
related topic in short five to fifteen-minute segments.
 Systems Help – We will provide tools and helps providing the best systems for digital giving.
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Every week we provide what are called offering talks. We have found that the easiest way to see an increase in
giving is to improve how you approach the offering time. Instead of telling people they don’t have to give, we like
to show them what giving to a church accomplishes. By showing people your mission and ministry focus, you
create a desire in your attendees to want to give to support that life change. That’s why we call them Missions and
Ministry Moments.
You can read them exactly how we write them or use them as idea starters for how the message would fit your
culture and context. Our goal is to develop lifetime stewards, but we must get the first gift to begin them on the
journey. Here is this week’s offering talk.

Join A Winning Team
How is football season going for you? Anyone cheering for a team without any losses? Anyone want to
admit your team hasn’t won any games? If your team is winless it might be time to think about another
sport or joining another team. The reality is that even the best teams lose at times.
We spend all this time and money for something that brings us only temporary pleasure. Don’t get me
wrong, I love football. Yet the joy and satisfaction I get from it is fleeting, depending upon the outcome of
this week’s games. Sometimes your team wins and sometimes they lose. Even Alabama and New England
lose games. Every time there is a winner there is also a loser.
Here at YOUR CHURCH NAME we put together a “team” that plays for keeps. Our task is not to win some
trophy that will ultimately tarnish or perish. We exist, STATE YOUR VISION STATEMENT OR SAY, to build
the kingdom of God here in our community and around the world. Our “wins” often can’t be seen with the
human eye but they are wins none the less. We win every time we show the love of Christ. Every time you
give here you help us make a difference in the lives of men, women, boys, and girls. That is winning!
So, today, despite what your favorite team did yesterday or today, you can be a winner by giving to help
support our eternal life changing mission! As we take up the offering we encourage you, as you are led by
God, to give to His winning team! With your gift today, you join a winning team and that makes you a
winner!

